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Surveillance Sheet: Age 18 months

	Child’s name
	
	Completed by
	

	Date of birth and age
	
	Job title
	

	NHS number
	
	Date
	



	Information Gathering
	Notes/Examples

	How does your child communicate with you - words, babble, tuneful ‘chatter’ (jargon), gesture?
	

	If you point at someone or something, does he look at what you are pointing at? Does he point?
	

	Does he look at you when you call his name? Is he responding to phrases like ‘Where’s your shoe?’; ‘Give it to mummy.’? With or without associated gesture?
	

	Does he anticipate what’s going to happen with a familiar cause and effect toy such as a Jack in the Box?
Is he beginning to show understanding of toys by relating one to another, e.g., spoon in cup?
	

	How long can he concentrate on an activity?
	




	Criteria for Referral

	REFER to Speech and Language Therapy if the child shows a pattern similar to the following:

No interest in simple cause and effect play Fleeting attention/concentration
No words or babble.*
Little attempt to communicate.
No pointing or response to others pointing No apparent comprehension of words*
	MONITOR if the child shows a pattern similar to the following:

Is beginning to relate objects appropriately like spoon and cup
Has short attention span
Is using babble or jargon or gesture but no words* Responds appropriately to pointing
Understands some words or names*


Where the child is exposed to more than one language, the * items are likely to be delayed.

	Action
	Refer to SLT
	yes/no
	Monitor
	yes/no
	Follow-up in weeks/months
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Usetful links for professionals, parents and carers:

www.literacytrust.org.uk www.ican.org.uk www.afasic.org.uk www.supportiveparents.org.uk
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